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AREAS OF RESEARCH INTEREST 
 



Faculty Development 
 
Develop ongoing series of educational seminars based on site needs to improve and augment preceptors 
teaching skills.  January 1998 to June 2003. 
 
Evaluator 
 



La Vonne A Downey, Leslie Zun, Paul Dismukes, and Amanda Hong.  Comparison of Self-
Administered Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Tool vs. Researcher Administered Tool in the 
Emergency Department .  National Medical Journal.  September 2017.  

La Vonne A Downey and Leslie Zun.  Differences in Reasons for Non Compliance between Medical 
and Psychiatric Patients.  American Journal of Emergency Medicine.  July 2017. 

 
La Vonne A Downey, Leslie Zun and Amanda Hong.  R e t u r n  E m e r g e n c y  D e p a r t m e n t  
V i s i t s  and  R e a d m i s s i o n s  o f  P s y c h i a t r i c  P a t i e n t s  v e r s u s  M e d i c a l  P a t i e n t .   
Emergency  Med ic ine  Inves t i ga t i ons .   Vo l  2017 ,  I s sue  5 . 
 
La Vonne Downey and Leslie Zun.  





 

La Vonne A Downey, Leslie Zun, Trena Burke, and Tangula Jefferson.  "Who Pays?  How 

Reimbursement Impacts the Emergency Department" Journal of Health and Human Services 

Administration.  Date to be published Spring 2014. 

  

La Vonne Downey, Leslie Zun, Trena Burke. What Constitutes a Good Hand Offs In the Emergency 

Department- A Patients Perspective.  International Journal of Health Care 

Quality Assurance.  October 2013.Vol. 26 No. 8, 2013 pp. 760-767.  

 

La Vonne Downey, Leslie Zun, Trena Burke.  Medication Compliance by Patients Presenting to the 

Emergency Department.  Annals of Emergency Medicine.  Volume 62, No. 4S: October 2013.  

 

La Vonne A Downey, Leslie Zun, Trena Burke.   Patients’, Nurses’ and Physicians’ Perception of 

Delays in Emergency Department Care.   Journal of Hospital Administration, April 2013.  

 

 

La Vonne A Downey, Leslie Zun, Trena Burke, and Tangula Jefferson.  Does Handgun Accessibility 

Lead to Violence Related Injuries.  Southern Medical Journal. February 2013. 

 

La Vonne, Leslie Zun, Trena Burke.  Undiagnosed Mental Illness in the Emergency Department. 

  Journal of Emergency Medicine, Volume 43, Issue No. 5, Special Issue: Psychiatric Emergencies.  

November, 2012. 

 

Downey, L, Zun, LS, Burke, T.   Rehabilitation Transfers to an Emergency Department. Ann Emerg 

Med 2012; 60: S94. 

 

Downey, L, Zun, LS, Burke, T.   Identifying Undiagnosed Pediatric Mental Illness in the 

Emergency Department. Ann Emerg Med 2012;60: S99 
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La Vonne Downey. PhD.   How to Resolve the Conflict Within the Medicaid and Managed Care 

Marriage.  Southern Medical Journal:  August 2009 - Volume 102 - Issue 8 - p 779 

 

La Vonne A. Downey, Ph D, Leslie Zun, MD, Sandra Jones Gonzales, MPA.   Utilization of the 



 

Leslie S. Zun, MD, MBA and  La Vonne  A. Downey, PhD.  Prospective Medical Clearance of 

Psychiatric Patients.  Primary Psychiatry, April 2008. 

Leslie Zun and La Vonne Downey.  



 

Leslie Zun, M.D. and La Vonne A. Downey, PhD.  Effectiveness of ED Based Violence Prevention 

Program.  The American Journal of Emergency Medicine, March 2006. 

 

 

Leslie Zun. M.D., La Vonne A. Downey, Ph.D.  Is Insurance Status Correlated with Hospital 

Admission for Young Victims of Interpersonal Violence?  The American Journal of Bioethics, 

February 2006. 

 

 

Leslie Zun, M. D. and La Vonne Downey, Ph D.  Pediatric Health Screening and Referral in the ED. 

The American Journal of Emergency Medicine, Volume 23, Issue 6, October 2005. 

 

 

Leslie Zun, MD and La Vonne A. Downey PhD.   The Use of Seclusion in Emergency Medicine. 

General Hospital Psychiatry, Volume 27, Issue 5, September 2005. 

 

 

Leslie Zun, MD and La Vonne A. Downey, PhD.   Who are the Young Victims of Violence”.  

Pediatric Emergency Care, Volume 21, Number 9, September 2005. 

 

 

Leslie Zun, M.D. and La Vonne Downey, Ph D.  The Effects of Noise in the Emergency Department.  

Academic Emergency Medicine, July 2005, Vol. 12, No. 7.   

 

 

Leslie Zun M.D., Roma Hernandez, M.D. and La Vonne A. Downey, PhD.  Comparisons of 

Laboratory Assessment of Psychiatric Patients by Emergency Physicians and Psychiatrists.  The 

American Journal of Emergency Medicine, Volume 22, Number 3, May 2004. 

 

 



Leslie Zun, M.D., Douglas Blume, Joseph Lester, and La Vonne Downey, Ph D,.  Accuracy of 

Emergency Medical Information on the Web.  The American Journal of Emergency Medicine, 

Volume 22, Issue 2, March 2004. 

 

 

Leslie Zun M.D. and La Vonne A. Downey, Ph D.   Is a Third Year Clerkship in Emergency 

Medicine Correlated with a Career Choice in Emergency Medicine,  Teaching and Learning in 

Medicine-An International Journal

 

  



 

 

Leslie Zun, M.D, and La Vonne A. Downey, Ph D, The Tetanus Shortage and Its Impact on 

Vaccination in the Emergency Department, American Journal of Emergency Medicine, Vol 21, July 

2003, Number 4. 

 

 

Leslie Zun, M.D. and La Vonne  A. Downey, Ph D, Application of a Medical Clearance Protocol ,in 

Academic Emergency Medicine, 2002, Volume 9 Number 5 441. 

 

Gossman, W, Downey, L, Zun, L .  Pediatric Patient Use of Alternative Treatment before 

Presenting to the Emergency Department.. Ann Emerg Med 2002; 40:  S78. 

 

 

Zun, L, Downey, L:.  







 

Differences in non-compliance of medication of  psychiatric patients. European Congress on Psychiatry.  

March 2016 

 

Psychic pain versus agitation in psychiatric patients.  European Congress on Psychiatry.  March 2016 

 

Differences between non-compliance of medication between medical and psychiatric patients.  American 

Psychology Association meeting.  New Orleans November 2015 

 

 Study or Relationship of Undiagnosed Mental Illness to Violence in an Urban ED.  Society for 

Academic Emergency Medicine.  Ohio, September 2015 

 

Comparison of Self Administered PTSD tool vs researcher administered tool in the ED.  Society for 

Academic Emergency Medicine.  Ohio. September 2015 

 



Suicide risk assessment. 



 

Physician Compliance with a Mandated Testing for Mentally Ill in the Emergency Department.  

American Psychological Association. November 2010 

  

Undiagnosed Mental Illness in the Emergency Department.  American Physiology Conference.  October 

2010. 

 

Patient Handoff and Customer Service in the Emergency Department.  National Medical Association 

annual conference.  July 2010 

 

Physician Compliance with Required Testing on Psychiatric Patients in the Emergency Department.  

American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2010 

 

Is There a Difference in Transportation of Psychiatric Patients in the Emergency Department.  

American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2010. 

 

 

Pain Management in the ED and Customer Service.  National Medical Association Annual Conference.  

July 2009 

  

Pain Management in the Emergency Department and Its Relationship to Patient Satisfaction.  Canadian 

Association of Emergency Physicians Annual Conference June 2009  

 

What are the indicators of Potential for Rupture for Ectopic seen in 



 

Assessing Health Literacy of Patients in an Urban Health Setting, 12th International Conference on 



English Language Competency of Self Declared English Speaking Hispanic Patients.   American 

Society of Emergency Physicians Research Forum, San Francisco, October 17-18. 

 

Results of Prevention Program Aimed at Minority Youth.  Office of Population Youth Prevention 

Conference, Dallas, 2004. 

 

Validation of a Verbal Assessment Tool of English Competency for use in the Emergency Department.  

Annual Meeting of SAEM, Milwaukee, September 10, 2004. 

 

Using the Emergency Department to Recruit Minority Populations into Clinical Studies.  Association of 

Clinical Researchers, San Diego, May 2004. 

 

Assessing Heart and Lung Sound in the Emergency Department., American College of Emergence 

Physicians, October, 2003. 

 

Pediatric Health Screening and Referral in the Emergency Department.  The Second Mediterranean 

Emergency Medicine Congress Meeting, September 2003. 

 

Assessing and Improving Knowledge of Heart Attack Symptoms in the ED.  The Second Mediterranean 

Emergency Medicine Congress Meeting, September 2003 

 

Health Screening and Referral in the Emergency Medicine Department.  The Second Mediterranean 

Emergency Medicine Congress, September 2003. 

 

Application of a Medical Clearance Protocol.  American Psychiatric Associations Annual Meeting, May 

2003 

 

Prospective Medical Clearance of Psychiatric Patients.  American Psychiatric Association Annual 

Meeting, May 2003 

 



Comparisons of Emergency Physicians and Psychiatrist Laboratory Assessment for the Medical 

Clearance of Psychiatric Patient.  American Psychiatric Association Annual Meeting, May 2003. 

 

Comparison of Violence Injury Risk for Injured and Non-injured Youth in the Emergency Department.  

12th Annual Midwestern Regional Society of American Emergency Medicine, November 2002. 

 

Who are the Victims of Violence? American Public Health Associations Annual Meeting 2002. 

 

Comparison of Gun Accessibility of Violence to other Youth Presenting to an Emergency Department.  

American College of Emergency Physicians, October 2002. 

 

Application of a Medical Clearance Protocol.  Society for Academic Emergency Medicine Annual 

Meeting, May 2002. 

 

Prospective Medical Clearance of Psychiatric Patients. International Conference of Emergency 

Medicine, June 2002. 

 

Pediatric Patient use of Alternative Medicine Prior to Presenting to the Emergency Department. 

International Conference on Emergency Medicine, June 2002. 

 

The Use of Cartoon Distraction in the Reduction of Pain in Pediatric Patients. International Conference 

of Emergency Medicine, June 2002 

 

Violence Prevention in the Emergency Department.  International Conference of Emergency Medicine, 

June 2002 

 

Use of Alternative Medicine in an ED Setting.  International Conference of Emergency Medicine, 2001 

 

Emergency Physicians Attitudes about Victims of Violence.  Mediterranean Emergency Medicine 

Congress Conference, Italy, 2001 

 



Comparison of Youth Gun Surveys in Emergency Departments Settings.  presented at the Emergency 

Medicine Annual Research Meeting, November 2000. 

  

Nausea and Opiates Use in an Emergency Department Setting.  presented at the International 



Lake County Health Department –Family Life Division (2000 - 2003), Evaluation of The Future is Ours/ 
El Futuro Es Nuestro effectiveness in delivering health, esteem and vocational message to a Latina 
population 
 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Chicago (2000-2002) An Evaluation of An Emergency Department Violence 
Prevention Program. 
 
Lake County Health Department – Family Life Division (1999), Evaluation of knowledge and 
understanding of Emergency Contraception within their school based health education programs. 
  
Project ASSIST and Association for the Study and Development of Community (1997-2000), 
Evaluation of State Actors in The Youth Prevention to Tobacco Program. 
 
Center for Disease Control, (1996-1998) Evaluation of Implementation of the Synar Amendment. 
 
Center for Disease Control (1996), Evaluation of State Implementation of the Reducing Youth Access to 
Tobacco: Case Studies of main Actors 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
University of Illinois at Chicago    Public Policy Analysis/Health/Public Health Ph. D  
Chicago, Illinois 
Syracuse University    Public Administration/Health/Political Science /Non-
Violent Conflict Resolution M.A.  
Syracuse, New York 
University of Missouri St. Louis  Political Science / International Relations Certificate-   
St. Louis, Missouri 
University of Lancaster   Political Science/Philosophy/Health     
Lancaster, England 
 
GRANTS, HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

• Excellence in Teaching – 2016 
• United Nations Foundation Top Recruiter for Global Health – 2016 
• United Nations Association –Top Student.24 244.9494 cm2 (a) 0.mdT
Q q 0. tn Aah e



 
• Society of Academic Emergency Medicine 
• American Psychological Association  
• American Public Health Association 
• International Society of Political Psychology 
• United States and Midwest Political Science Association 
• Southern Medical Association 
• National Medical Association 
• International Psychological Association 
• United Nations Association 
 

 
JOURNAL AND SERVICE ACTIVITIES (Selected past and present) 
 

• Board Member- United Nations/ USA 
• Editorial Board – American Journal of Emergency Medicine 
• Editorial Board Member - Trauma Cases and Review 
• Editorial Board Member -  Dataset Papers in Medicine 
• Editorial Board Member - Journal of Hospital Administration 
• Editorial Board Member -Southern Medical Journal 
• Editorial Board Member -  International Emergency Medicine 
• Chair-  Roosevelt Curriculum Credit Hour Committee  
• Co-Chair Roosevelt Emergency Response Committee 
• Roosevelt University Graduate Counsel 
• Roosevelt Internal Review Board Committee  
• Roosevelt University Library Committee 
• Faculty Advisor –Roosevelt United Nations Student Association 
• Faculty Advisor – Roosevelt University ONE.org student organization 
• Faculty Advisor – Roosevelt Public Administration Student organization 
• Roosevelt Peer Mentoring Program 
• Graduate Admissions Liaison 
• Member of University Senate – Roosevelt University 2016 
• Mt Sinai Emergency Medicine Research Committee, Mt Sinai Hospital 
• Project ASSIST Evaluation Group 
• Member of University Senate, University of Illinois at Chicago. 
• 



 
 
 
CLASSES TAUGHT FROM FALL 03 – FALL 17 
 
POL  101 – Government 
ACL 230- Public Health Issues (honors) 
PADM  400- Introduction to Public Service 
PADM  403- Quantitative Methods 
PADM 406- Research and Evaluation Methods 
PADM 408- Global Urban Health Policy 
PADM 451- Introduction to Health Services 
PADM 455- Managed Care and Integrated Service Networks 
PADM 456- Economic Issues in Health Services 
PADM 453- Medical Ethics and the Law 
PADM 459 – Long Term Care Administration 
PADM 498 – Health Care Marketing 
PADM 498 – Internship- United Nations, ONE.org, Northwestern Healthcare, Sinai Community Health, 
Planned Parenthood 
PADM 445 – Comparative Urban Health Issues 
POL  340/440 – U.S. Congress 
PADM 408 - Health Policy 
PADM 497- Capstone Course 
PADM 4 95 - Leadership 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 


